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Contributed by Assessment Committee 
 

Imagine your favorite buffet.  A pleasing thought, yes?  You come to the buf-
fet to eat and one of the greatest pleasures of the buffet is that you can take as 
much as you want, in the variety that you want, and at whatever pace you 
want.  Some will take more, and some less, some will move more quickly than 
others, but everyone eventually gets to step up to the buffet and help them-
selves.  Another really nice thing about the buffet is all the cooking is done for 
you and you just need to help yourself.  You don’t have to worry about the 
menu, you are given numerous choices, and you simply make the combina-
tions you desire to suit your tastes. 
 

Making your buffet is exactly what the Assessment Committee has been up to.  
We have a variety of interesting items for your sampling, including: 

° Ready made models to best understand how assessment will work in your 
department. 

° Clear and meaningful rationales explaining the benefits of assessment to 
you and your department. 

° Great and easy to understand definitions for such important key components as 
mission, goals, objectives, analyses, outcomes, assessment tools, data reporting 
and storage, and so on. 

° Helpful examples of what assessment others are already doing in Student Af-
fairs, around campus, and beyond so you can borrow from the already developed 
practices of others. 

° Reinforcement for the assessment you are most likely already doing. 

° Readily available meetings and workshops held by your very own Division experts to help you most 
easily get on your way with doing assessment in your department. 

° Various examples of how assessment is done as well as methods for you to use based on the outcomes 
you want (okay, maybe this one is more like a smörgasbord than a buffet). 

° Interesting ideas for what to assess in your department, such as learning outcomes, usage rates, satis-
faction levels, resource allocations, and more. 

° Cool knowledge about such things as:  summative and cumulative data, distal and proximal data, and 
much more. 

And, best of all, no calories, low fat, and burns energy while you do it. 
 

Sure, we are all going to go eat at this buffet at some point, but it is going to happen in a way you will 
really like.   
 
Continued on page 3. 

I NSIDE THIS  ISSUE  

 

What’s Cooking with the As-
sessment Committee 

 
Women of Color Award 

 
Students First Fund Golf Tour-

nament 
 

Outstanding Advisor Award 
 

Club Sports Fun Run 
 

Recent Publication 
 

Brick of the Week Awards 
 

Announcements 
 

 
 



 

 

PAGE 2  

Women of Color Award 

Submitted by Michele Labonte 

 

Chantal Bouchereau was honored at the Women of Color Recognition Awards 
Ceremony on March 23, 2009. Bouchereau is the Director of Residence Educa-
tion in the Department of Residential Life. Charged with developing an infra-
structure for the Residence Education unit and also for the department, she joined 
UConn Residential Life as Associate Director in the summer of 2000. Since then, 
leading several initiatives related to diversity and social justice, Bouchereau has successfully served 
as a catalyst for change to improve life on campus for all students, including underrepresented 
groups. She has served on the Provost’s Commission on the Status of Women, Community-Campus 
Partnership, is a member of the Community Response Team and the African American Cultural 
Center Advisory Board, to name a few. Bouchereau takes on the difficult and challenging role of 
being a consistent and visible advocate for issues salient to women and people of color. She contin-
ues to forge meaningful relationships with the university community and is considered a mentor and 
role model to many. 

 
Students First Fund Golf Tournament! 

All funds raised will benefit the Students First Fund. 

 

For more information go to http://dsa.uconn.edu/students_first_fund_golf.html or call 860-486-5457. 

 

Deadline for entry is April 17, 2009. 
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Continued: What’s Cooking with the Assessment Committee 

In the end, the Division of Student Affairs is smartly moving in the direction of reinforcing and 
strengthening the importance of assessing what we do.  “UGH,” can be the easy and ready re-
sponse to such an idea.  Kind of like the response we might have when we hear that 20 people are 
coming over for dinner.  But hey, we promise it will be buffet style.  Your Assessment Commit-
tee is truly working as steadfastly and intelligently as possible to provide you as much knowl-
edge, buy-in opportunities, insights into the value of assessment, examples of methods and out-
come options, and a variety of other entrees to make this as simple, easy, and ready to use as pos-
sible. 
 
We want to keep you informed of what’s up in the kitchen as we continue to cook this product for 
your highest satisfaction.  Student Affairs is moving in the direction of better, more present, and 
more efficient assessment of all the great things we all do every day in Student Affairs.  So, come 
and get it! 
 
Your Assessment Committee Iron Chefs 
Ryan Barone, Nancy Bilmes, Tom Bloom, Dan Doerr, Adam Frank, Liz Green, Rachel Larson, 
Stephanie Muehlethaler, Sue Saunders, Barry Schreier, & Christine Wilson� 

Submitted by Julia Stulock 

 

The 5th Annual UConn Club Sports Fun Run will be held Sunday, May 3, 2009 and begins at the 
Student Union. Pre-registration fees for non-students is $12, and Race Day registration is $15. Prizes 
will be awarded to the first five male and first five female finishers.  

 

Register online at: www.clubsports.uconn.edu. 

 
 

Outstanding Advisor Award 

Matt Farley, Assistant Director for Community Outreach, recently received the 
2009 Outstanding Undergraduate Student Advisement and Advocacy Award. The 
award honors one faculty and one professional staff member annually who exem-
plifies excellence in academic advising and advocacy. Congratulations, Matt! 
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A new book entitled Becoming Socialized in Student Affairs Admini-
stration: A Guide for New Professionals and their Supervisors was co-
edited by HESA Coordinator, Sue Saunders, and is now available. 
Check out what one reviewer had to say: 

 
“Becoming Socialized in Student Affairs Administration is a valuable 
addition to the profession. In this volume, Tull, Hirt, and Saunders 
have brought together experts on the socialization experiences of new 
professionals. Graduate students can anticipate their first years on the 
job, and new professionals will find accurate descriptions of their cir-
cumstances and useful insights for adjusting to full-time work. Super-
visors and mentors can use Becoming Socialized to construct environ-
ments where individual responsibility for professional development 
can meet workplace expectations and commitments to high quality job 
performance in service of students.”  
-- Kristen A. Renn, Associate Professor of Higher, Adult, & Lifelong 
Education, Michigan State University  

 

More information about the guide can be found here: http://www.styluspub.com/Books/
BookDetail.aspx?productID=171935 

Featured Brick of the Week Awards 

Reminder: A brick for “diversity” can be awarded to anyone who “enhanced civility at the 
institution by using neutral language and/or avoided sexist, racists and/or otherwise offen-
sive commentary.” 

Volume Edited by Sue Saunders Released 

ANGELA BETTIS — DINING SERVICES 

Angela was going on her lunch break at South Dining Hall.  She saw a student with a crutch struggling 
to carry his lunch plate.  She offered her assistance and then proceeded to set down her lunch and walk 
through the serving area with him and get him what he needed. 

 

JOSH KINNEY — RESIDENTIAL LIFE 

Josh is a key part to the Busby Suites residential life team. He is constantly striving to bridge the gap 
between students and the university in a positive and futuristic manner. His inspiration and influence is 
visible through the acts of kindness of his residents and echoes throughout the rest of the staff. 
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Career Services 
Susan Dube 
Laura Newberry 
Darlene Reynolds 
 
Dining Services 
Dennis Pierce 
Bea Nerbonne 
Angela Bettis 
Gail Merrill 
 
Residential Life 
Nikki Cole 
Chantal Bouchereau 
Josh Kinney 
Alisa Geller 
Steve Kremer 
Pooja Kondobolu 
 
 
Outside the Division 
Lauren DiGrazia 
Robin Anderson 

In order to nominate an individual for the Brick of the Week Award, 
please fill in the requested information at: 

http://www.studentaffairs.uconn.edu/brickaward.html  

Nominations are anonymous unless the individual making the nomination chooses to personally in-
form the recipient. Please remember to include 2-3 sentences explaining why this individual deserves 
the Brick of the Week Award. This description will be shared with the individual in a letter accompa-
nying the Brick. Please email Margo Bertram (margaret.bertram@uconn.edu) if you have any ques-
tions regarding the nomination process. 

 

Congratulations to our Current Brick Recipients: March 18th —  April 2nd 

Brick of the Week Awards 



 

 

In these tough economic times, many of our students are experiencing unforeseen misfortunes that 
endanger their success as students. If you know a student who could qualify for and benefit from a 
gift from the Students First Fund, please consider nominating them. 

 

More information and the nomination form can be found on the 
Students First Fund website:  

http://dsa.uconn.edu/students_first_fund.html 

Don’t forget to nominate students for the Students First Fund! 
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This year, Student Affairs has expanded its programming during Alumni Weekend. We want to make 
sure this is on your calendar, so please mark June 5-6, 2009. The majority of Student Affairs events 
will be held on Saturday, June 6th. An overview of our events include: 

 

Special 30th Anniversary of the One Ton Sundae 

George Findell ’56 Room Dedication 

SUBOG/Student Union Alumni Reception 

Greek Life Reception 

Cheerleader Reception 

Friends of Student Affairs 

Culinary Demonstration 

Beekeeping Presentation 

Doug Bernstein Game Room will have special hours on Saturday 

Chuck & Augie’s will have hours both days 

The Convenience Store will have hours on Saturday 

South Campus 10th Anniversary Tour and Dinner 

30 Years of Service: Honoring M. Kevin Fahey 

James Mapes Alumni Show 

 

A tentative schedule can be found at: http://uconnalumni.com/index.php/events/alumni-weekend-09.  


