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Pivotal Publications Colloquium 
 by Stefanie Rabin, Graduate Assistant, Dean of Students Office 
 
On Friday September 29th, the 
Division of Students Affairs and 
the Higher Education and Student 
Affairs Master’s Program hosted 
the inaugural Pivotal Publications 
Colloquium.  The Colloquium 
was designed to encourage 
dialogue about a significant 
publication that has contributed, and continues to contribute, to student affairs 
practice.  Student affairs professionals joining us for the Colloquium came from 
colleges and universities across the New England area.   
 
The all-day event was centered on the 15th anniversary of the publication, 
Involving Colleges: Successful Approaches to Fostering Student Learning and 
Development Outside the Classroom (Kuh, Schuh, Whitt, and Associates, 1991). 
This “pivotal publication” has had a lasting effect in the field of higher 
education and student affairs.  Dr. Elizabeth Whitt, co-author of Involving 
Colleges, and Professor of Education at the University of Iowa gave the keynote 
presentation, “Involving Colleges Revisited:  What Did We Learn—And Does It 
(Still) Matter?”  Dr. Whitt spoke candidly to the audience about the research 
process which resulted in the publication of Involving Colleges in 1991. She 
also discussed how this text influenced Project DEEP (Documenting Effective 
Educational Practices) resulting in the publication of the new and highly 
influential text, Student Success in College: Creating Conditions That Matter 
(Kuh, Kinzie, Schuh, Whitt, and Associates, 2005). 
 
Following the presentation, a panel of senior student affairs professionals 
discussed how the publication of Involving Colleges has influenced their 
practice.  The panel featured Dr. Linda Clement, Vice President of Student 
Affairs, University of Maryland; Dr. Dennis Roberts, Associate Vice President 
for Student Affairs, Miami University (Ohio); and Dr. Lee Burdette Williams, 
Dean of Students, University of Connecticut.  The panel of senior student 
affairs professionals discussed how the tenets of Involving Colleges have 
affected their practice and they shared personal stories from their own 
experiences at different institutions of higher education over the last fifteen 
years.  
 
In the afternoon, lunch was served in the new Student Union Ballroom and 
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attendees split into three rooms for smaller group discussions with our esteemed 
guest speakers.  The smaller group discussions provided a more intimate setting 
for attendees to speak with our guests and each other about noteworthy 
concepts from the morning presentations.  Guests were able to learn from others 
in the room about different ideas used in professional practice which illustrate 
key concepts from Involving Colleges.  A brief reception followed the afternoon 
session in the Carol A. Wiggins Lounge at the Student Union. 
 
This successful inaugural Pivotal Publications Colloquium has laid the 
groundwork for what will become an annual event. Please save the date of 
September 21, 2007 for next year’s Colloquium!   
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Committee Updates �
 
Capital Assets Planning Committee  by Logan Trimble, Committee Chair 
 
The Capital Assets Planning Committee will hold its first meeting of the 
semester on October 12th. We will welcome two new members and say 
goodbye and thank you to two former members. Monica Rudzik, Director of 
the Student Union and Cathy Cocks, Director of Community Standards will 
be joining the Committee. A special thank you goes out to Chuck Morrell 
and Julie Bell-Elkins for their efforts with CAP over the past semesters as 
we tackled some tough issues. Although the Committee will be moving 
forward with a different group of people, Chuck and Julie’s contributions 
will remain on display across campus as we look at the projects the Division 
has accomplished. Up for discussion at the first meeting will be a request 
for storage and work space from the Student Affairs Information 
Technology Department.  
 
Division Marketing Committee by Tracy Anderson, Committee Chair 
                         
The Student Affairs Marketing Committee would like to recognize its current 
members: 

Tracy Anderson, Committee Chair, Career Services  
Karen Bresciano, Dean of Students Office 
Ruth Francis, One Card Office  
Anna Lugauskas, Student Activities &  Student Union  
Gail Merrill , Dining Services  
Joleen Nevers, Student Health Services 
Amy Pumerantz, Health Education  
Pamela Schipani, Residential Life  
Padma Srimatkandada, SAIT/ResNet  
Evelyn Viglione, SAIT 
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UConn Wins 2006 NODA Publications and Media 
Showcase Award  
 
The 2006 Orientation packet and WOW poster and brochure were recently 
submitted for NODA’s (National Orientation Directors Association) annual 
publications contest and won in the categories of Outstanding General Brochure 
(three or more colors) and Outstanding Welcome Week Publicity. Copies of the 
publications will be on display at the conference later this month in Salt Lake 
City.  UConn will also receive an award to place on display. 

Know How to Get Technology Help! 
 
Student Affairs Information Technology describes how to get technology help 
on our web site: http://www.sait.uconn.edu/policies.html. If you have questions 
about any type of technology service, the links on this page are the place to 
start. Many questions about accounts, equipment replacement, special 
purchases, and access to network resources are answered here. 
 
For SAIT to meet certain types of requests (related to security and purchasing), 
the request needs to come from designated employees in your department. Save 
time and frustration by reviewing the SAIT Service Procedures web page: 
http://www.sait.uconn.edu/policies_sait_service_procedures.html. The 
following request types need to come from an authorized employee: 

·  New SA domain, NetID, and Exchange accounts 
·  Access to special software applications and systems 
·  Access to special shared folders, Exchange mailboxes, and mailing list 

updates 
·  Purchases of special or non-standard equipment 
·  Purchases of special or non-standard software applications 
·  Ordering new phone or network connection (wall jack) installations 

 
Problems, malfunctioning equipment, and a need for software assistance can be 
reported by any employee to 6-8992 or sait@uconn.edu. 

Technology “Tips and Tricks” 
 
How do I tell the Office Assistant to go away?  

1. Click on the Office Assistant, then click on Options.  
2. Clear the Use Office Assistant check box.  

You can also customize the behavior of the Office Assistant by checking or 
clearing the checkboxes on the Options tab. If you want to learn how to 
customize the Office Assistant, but it's not currently visible, choose Show the 
Office Assistant from the Help menu. 
  
How can I find out what the buttons on the toolbars do?  
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Choose What's This? from the Help menu. The mouse pointer will turn into a 
pointer with a "?" symbol. Click on any button (or any other element or object 
on the screen) and Word will give you some information. Also, Shift+F1 will 
turn on the What's This? feature. 

Need to Move a Computer? 
 
Do office changes require that a computer, printer, copier, or fax machine need 
to be moved to another desk, room, or building? If so, please remember to ask 
SAIT to perform the move! We will make sure that this expensive equipment 
arrives safely and is wired correctly in its new home. Also, SAIT manages the 
Division technology inventory and needs to record the precise physical location 
of all equipment in the Division. Contact 6-8992 or sait@uconn.edu to request 
an equipment move. 

Employment Opportunities Within the Division  
 
Opportunities for employment within the Division of Student Affairs are posted 
on the Division’s website at www.dsa.uconn.edu.  The most recent postings 
include: 
 
� Business Services Supervisor posted 10.6.06 

� Residence Hall Complex Coordinator posted 09.7.06 

� Dining Services Area Assistant Manager posted 09.1.06 

� Residence Hall Director posted 08.1.06 

Keep checking the Division’s website and UConn HR for the most updated 
listings. 

Brick of the Week Awards by Stefanie Landsman 
 
Nominations 
Brick of the Week nominations are continuing to trickle in.  In order to make 
this an easier and more streamlined process, the Brick Committee would like to 
ask that nominations include the following: 
 

1. Name, department, and campus address of the person nominated.  This 
will ensure that their brick is delivered in an accurate and timely 
fashion. 

2. Include what Guiding Principle(s) they demonstrated and how they 
demonstrated it in just a few sentences.  These comments will be 
included in their award letter that accompanies their brick.   

 
All nominators will remain anonymous unless they choose to inform the 
recipient.  The Division’s Guiding Principles can be found on page four of this 
newsletter and on the Strategic Planning Task Force website at 
http://www.committees.sa.uconn.edu/saplan/.   Please email Stefanie Landsman 
at stefanie.landsman@uconn.edu to nominate someone for a Brick of the 
Week award, or if you have any questions about the nomination process.   
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Brick Recipients 
The following individuals have been recognized as making contributions to 
both the Division and UConn by their peers. 
 
Career Services                        Dean of Students Office 
     Tracy Anderson                         Lee Williams 
Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life 
     Todd Sullivan 
Residential Life 
     John Armstrong                        Nikki Cole                      Nicole Cowley             
     Neil Kaufman                           Bill Mattera 
Student Activities 
     Josh Brandfon                           Jackie Calking                 Jessica Gerum 
     Anna Lugauskas                       Andy Toczydlowski         Shontae White                  
     Megan Wildenstein 
Student Health Services 
     Karin Denley                            Kathy Jackson                  Tina McCarthy  
     Graciela Quiones-Rodriguez    Joanne Sibicky                 Tresca Smith 
     Donna Vose 

Division-Wide Events & Announcements 
 
Department Information 
 
In an effort to increase awareness of departments within the Division, the last 
page of Updates will contain an information sheet for each department. You 
will be contacted by the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs to 
provide the information and schedule a photo shoot with the Division 
photographer, so keep an eye out for an email and save the last page for future 
reference! 
 
Student Affairs Apparel: On Sale Now! 
 
Don’t forget to order your apparel. The order form is available on the DSA 
website (http://www.dsa.uconn.edu/). Orders are due by Friday, October 20th, to 
the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs, Unit 4121. 

Additional Photos from Around the Division 
 
These photos were taken by Dr. Cynthia Jones during the Career Fair sponsored 
by the Department of Career Services on Wednesday, October 4, 2006. 
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